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IA Letter from India Howell
 

!r's finally happened. I've 
moved to the Children's Vil­
lage with my 17 kids and 3 
staff from the rental house 
where we have been living 
since January 2004. 12 of the 
kids are now living in Manyara 
House and 5 of the kids are 
living with me in the newly 
constructed l<iran House. And 
so, the first chapter of our 
journey is officially closed. 

I'm sure that everyone who 
is reading this has moved at 
some point in their lives and 
that they will most likely move 
again. Well, I now have the 
secret to making a move as 
easy as can be - Volunteers!! 
cannot express how much our 
volunteers did to make the 
move happen without so much 
as a bump in the kids' daily 
lives. A life change, such as 
moving, is never easy for kids. 
I t can be unsettling, cause for 
anxiety and even scary. With 

the help of our hard working 
volunteers none of this hap­
pened to our kids. The kids 
woke up, went to school and 
came home (to their new 
home) completely unpacked 
and ready for life. All their 
clothes were neatly stacked in 
their cubbies, beds made, pic­
tures hung, curtains up and 
movie and snack ready for 
action. 

Having all of us on the 
same campus has brought a 
new stage of life to the Rift 
Valley Children's Village. 
When] look out the window at 
any time of day, ] see: children 
laughing and playing in one 
direction; in another direction, 
children sitting with a volun­
teer and listening to a story; 
house mothers carrying baskets 
of fresh laundry on their heads; 
in another direction, mainte­
nance staff cutting the grass. 

With kids, staff and volun-

Our Volunteer Dentist, Teresa Castner
 

Last June an American den­
tist, Teresa Castner and her 
assistant, Maddie Burchell 
came to our Children's Village. 
r confess that my expectations 
were not that high for the den­
taJ clinic, as 1 couldn't imagine 
how she would have the tools 
and eguipment necessary to do 
anything. Boy, oh boy, was 1 

wrong!! She arrived Wlth a 
portable dental unit, a portable 
dental chair and all the trim­
mings. This allowed her to 

clean and examine everyone's 
teeth, to put fillings in cavities 
and even do deep cleaning for 
some of our staff. 

On top of this, Teresa and 
Maddie were clearly born to 
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Ge)'tigh; Student rereiv;l/g aI/lard at Graduatioll 

teers we number 69 people 
living at the Children's Village. 
Add to that the day workers, 
construction workers and visi­
tors and we have a veritable 
"hive of activity" from dawn til 
dusk. In the evenings as I 
make my way to my new home 
1 see dozens of windows aglow 

COl/lirlt/ed page 3 

work with kids. Each and eve­
ryone one of our kids actually 
came out smiling after their 
check-ups! 1 was concerned 
about stones from the kids 
who were the first patients and 
how scary it was to visit the 
dentist, but this was ffilsplaced. 
(My assumptIon may have 
something to do WIth my own 
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and know that I am truly living in a village. 
This is no longer a dream for the future ­
this is reality! 

Our other big news is that we have 
signed a contract to partner with the local 
School Committee to run the daily activi­
ties at Geytighi Primary School. This is 
truly an historic event. No organization in 
Tanzania has ever taken on such a partner­
ship with a government school. We have 
made a five year commitment to the 
school. Our goals are straightforward: Get 
teachers properly trained and into the class­
room and teaching; ensure that teachers 
and students have the learning materials 
necessary to succeed; stop corporal punish­
ment and train teachers in effective meth­
ods for discipline without a stick; add 
teachers and classrooms so that class sizes 
(currently about 60 per class) are manage­
able so kids have the best opportunities to 
learn. We know that these goals will not be 
achieved overnight but, we are a taking a 
long view certain in the knowledge that 

Mama India is stubborn!! Once Tset my 
mind to a goal, no one can shake me om 

We introduced a new tradition-- The 
Geytighi Primary School Graduation cere­
mony. For more than 80% of the students 
in our local school, they lack family funds 
to pursue secondary school which means 
that their education ends when they com~ 

plete Standard 7. In the past this ending 
has been marked by nothing more than 
another day at school. With our new Rec~ 

reation Hall open and ready for action, we 
decided it was time to change that tradition. 
On September 15 we invited the graduating 
class along with all the teachers and School 
Committee to celebrate and honor these 
kids who had worked so hard. We gave 
out awards, certificates of graduation and 
heaps of praise. All of this was compli~ 

mented by singing, traditional dances and a 
picnic lunch. Most importantly, I believe 
that we showed each of the students in the 
class that they are valued and respected 
members of our community. 

So, Tthink we need to add a new sub~ 

title to the Rift Valley Children's Village 
that says, "the place where dreams come 
true". We have seen so many dreams come 
true in the past few months it's hard to list 
them all: Seeing the faces on the kinder~ 

garteners when we opened the new kinder~ 

garten room; the enchantment of the older 
kids as they perused the stacks in the new 
library; or hearing the cheers and excite~ 

ment when we announced to our 17 Iuds 
who had been living in the rental house 
that we were finally moving to the ChiI~ 

dren's Village and their new home. But 
best of all seeing the pure joy and 
sense of pride on the faces of the Geytighi 
Standard 7 class as they marched and sang 
their way into the Rec Hall for the first 
Geytighi Primary School graduation cere~ 

mony. 

Josephat Marrin,-A ~w Teacher at Geytighi Primary School!
 

Last winter Josephat Martin, a 26 year 
old student from TEC (a sub village near 
ours) approached Mama "I ndia about pro­
viding him with school fees to attend uni­
versity. Altl10ugh we were unable to pro­
vide him his school fees, India was im­
pressed with Josephat's excellent English 
speaking skills and cheerful personality and 
asked Josephat if he would tutor our volun­
teers who wanted to learn I<.iswahili so that 
he could start saving for university. Soon 
Josephat was busy tutoring our volunteers 
and teaching English to our staff, as well as 
acting as a translator for our bi-monthly 
bush clinics for our villagers. 

Josephat is a natural teacher with an 
outgoing personality. Last spring Ramsay 
and Holly Stabler and their son, Prentice 
volunteered at the Children's Village and 
took Kiswahili lessons with Josephat. They 
were so impressed with Josephat they de­
cided to provide a salary for Josephat to 
teach at Geytighi Primary School for the 
next two years. Josephat is now teaching 
Standard 6 and Standard 7 in Math, English 
and Social Studies; is enjoying his new re~ 

sponsibilities; and saving his money to con­
tinue his education. And we have been 
able to add a much needed and competent 
teacher to the staff at Geytighi! 

Ramsay Stabler wrote to us, "In my real 
life, "I have been a headmaster of an inde­
pendent day school in Colorado for the 
past 12 years, and one of my talents that I 
feel (Iuite contldent about is the ability to 
assess, particularly in young people, some­
one's potential to work welJ and effectively 
with children in any kind of teaching situa­
tion. I remember during our first lesson 
that Twas immediately struck by Josephat's 
easy-going, gentle, and positive approach to 
what he was teaching us. Learning a new 
language at my stage in life is not easy, yet 
he made the whole experience a fun and 
very pleasant one! He was patient and clear 
in his instruction, and it was obvious that 
he took great pleasure in sharing his lan­
guage, and his culture, with us. He was also 
interested in learmng idioms and peculiari­
ties about English from us." 

Josephat is one of 5 siblings. He lives 
with his parents who are farmers. Every 

morning Josephat fetches water for his 
mother and after school, helps in their 
fields of maize, beans and sweet potatoes. 
He also helps his parents chase off any 
elephants and buffalo during tl1e night to 
keep the plants safe. He wants to go to 
university to study Accounting or Business. 
We arc all grateful for the Stable family's 
sponsorship which enabled us to provide 
this opportunity forJosephat to be a 
teacher and a role model for our children 
and our village children. 

Josephat and Prentice Stabler 
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IConstruction Update
 
As of the end of September, we have completed, moved into and added muddy handptints (not shown In the original blueprints!) to 12 of 
the 15 buildings planned for the Children's Village. The Library / Pre-School building, the Recreaoon Hall and the Deputy Director's 
House were completed and opened in July. India's home was completed and opened in September. Our village is truly a village. 

We're almost there! We only have 3 more buildings to build as well as walkways and landscaping. We will begin construcoon for 3 more 
Children's Houses in February 2008. 

Rec Hall completed ill July 2007 

The Library/ Pre·School Bllildillg completed Jllly 2007 

Depllty Director's Home 

New Pit Latrme at Meali P,ima'J' Schoolprovided by agrantjivm Arlelle Joe alld 
friends. 

In backgroulldjivm lefi: StafJ HOllse, Office and f(jli HOllse 
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Kids working hard in our new pre-school classroom 

Crace Mmassy dispeming IJ/orming medicim at Crytighi Primary Scbool 

Ourgids on tbeir lVay back 10 Singiti Secondary 5cbool 
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\X'e want to thank all of our volunteers who prO\rided encouragement, understanding, and love to our childrenAsante Sana! who love the extra hugs, cuddles, quiet times and new games. When a volunteer reads a book to one of our kids, 

this intimate moment makes each child feel special. Each day our volunteers give so much of themselves to our children insuring our home is brimming
 
with happiness, busy-ness, singing, running, playing and pretending. Each hug counts. So thank you to all our volunteers from May through September:
 

Courtney Galligan - Wenham, MA;Jessica Braun - Portland, ME; Cathy and Catherine Wooters - New Canaan, CT; Stacy Hadeka - West Pawlet, VT;
 
Paige and Caddy Yates - Weston, MA; Alex Glascock - Middleton, RI; Ceci Weaver - New York, NY; Ashley Best Raiten - New York, NY; Anna Span­

feller - New York, NY; Catherine Russo - Penn Valley, PA; Sophie Hollingsworth - Cleveland, OH; Terisa Castner-Seattle, WA;Maddie Burchell, New­

port Beach, CA; Kay Ousterhoust - Palo Alto, CA; Brooke Ousterhoust - Lake Forest, IL;Jo Ousterhoust - New York, NY; Donna, I-larry and Molly
 
Storer - Sherborn, MA; Caitlyn Fox - Lake Forest, IL; Louise Lamphere Beryl- ew York, NY; Phillipa Moon - Barcelona, Spain; Cynthia Salten - Bos­

ton, MA; Teresa Costa - Barcelona, Spain; Meredith Bowen (twice in one summer!) - University Heights, Of-!; Sharon Bowen - University Heights, OH;
 
Jeanie Heller - Chagrin Falls, OH; Sam McDonald - Shaker Heights, OH; Sallie Bear - Hudson, OH; Rodie Doar - Chicago, lL; Anne Tucker Doar­

Rockford, IL;Jessie Cronan - Winchester, MA ; Andy Bryant - Laramie, WY
 
Sarah Jean Seward - Gibsons, British Columbia; Emily Poole - Yarmouth, ME; Martha Twidale - Montreal, Quebec; Elissa Zirinsky - New York, NY;
 
Julie Hasbarger, Seattle, WA.
 

We'd like to thank aLI of our friends who gave us fundraisers and introduced our work to new friends last spring-Donna and Bob Storer-Sherborn, 
MA; Carter Bacon-Sherborn, MA; Mimi Lines-Bedford, NY; Lynn Goodhue-Bedford, NY; Sue Martin- lew Boston, H; Cammie Furber, Richmond, 
VA; Susan Palmer and The Willow School-Bernarndsville, NJ; Krista Tye, Las Vegas, V; Patrick and Jane Curley, Y,NY; Christina Sidoti and Stephen 
Einhorn, Y,NY. 

We'd like to thank Sue Rohrer and the Children of Tanzania for providing school uniforms, shoes and sweaters to the 350 snldents at Meali Primary 
School which is in our ward. We'd like to thank Arlene Joe and the International Health Committee of the Washington State Environmental Health 
Association for providing funds for building materials for the pit latrines for the students at Meali Primary School. 

Thank you to many volunteers, their families and friends, and friends of friends who have donated clothing, shoes, toys, books, laptops and quilts to 
us. f\1any companies, corporations, churches and schools have also sent donations to us. We'd like to thank: Ram Trust Services; American Environ­
mental Outfitters; The Dana Hall School; Ex Officio; Future of Food;Johnny's Selected Seeds; Get Right Inc,; Gill St. Bernard's School; ike; Park 
(\venue Baptist Church; Patagonia; and the Tonner Doll Company. BIG THANK YOU! to BoGo Light for donating solar powered flashlights 
to the Children's ViUage. BoGo means Buy one, Give one. The goal of the company is for the lights to benefit the Jess fortunate. With 
each light purchased in the developed world, a second identical light will be donated to an organization from the List on their web~ 

site. Tanzanian Children's Fund has been added to the list of groups one is able to sponsor, so give the brift of light. Purchase a solar 
powered flashlight for yourself and donate a flashlight to the Children's Village. info@bogolight.com t\ great idea for your Christmas list! 




