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IA Letter from India Howell
 

!r's finally happened. I've 
moved to the Children's Vil­
lage with my 17 kids and 3 
staff from the rental house 
where we have been living 
since January 2004. 12 of the 
kids are now living in Manyara 
House and 5 of the kids are 
living with me in the newly 
constructed l<iran House. And 
so, the first chapter of our 
journey is officially closed. 

I'm sure that everyone who 
is reading this has moved at 
some point in their lives and 
that they will most likely move 
again. Well, I now have the 
secret to making a move as 
easy as can be - Volunteers!! 
cannot express how much our 
volunteers did to make the 
move happen without so much 
as a bump in the kids' daily 
lives. A life change, such as 
moving, is never easy for kids. 
I t can be unsettling, cause for 
anxiety and even scary. With 

the help of our hard working 
volunteers none of this hap­
pened to our kids. The kids 
woke up, went to school and 
came home (to their new 
home) completely unpacked 
and ready for life. All their 
clothes were neatly stacked in 
their cubbies, beds made, pic­
tures hung, curtains up and 
movie and snack ready for 
action. 

Having all of us on the 
same campus has brought a 
new stage of life to the Rift 
Valley Children's Village. 
When] look out the window at 
any time of day, ] see: children 
laughing and playing in one 
direction; in another direction, 
children sitting with a volun­
teer and listening to a story; 
house mothers carrying baskets 
of fresh laundry on their heads; 
in another direction, mainte­
nance staff cutting the grass. 

With kids, staff and volun-

Our Volunteer Dentist, Teresa Castner
 

Last June an American den­
tist, Teresa Castner and her 
assistant, Maddie Burchell 
came to our Children's Village. 
r confess that my expectations 
were not that high for the den­
taJ clinic, as 1 couldn't imagine 
how she would have the tools 
and eguipment necessary to do 
anything. Boy, oh boy, was 1 

wrong!! She arrived Wlth a 
portable dental unit, a portable 
dental chair and all the trim­
mings. This allowed her to 

clean and examine everyone's 
teeth, to put fillings in cavities 
and even do deep cleaning for 
some of our staff. 

On top of this, Teresa and 
Maddie were clearly born to 
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teers we number 69 people 
living at the Children's Village. 
Add to that the day workers, 
construction workers and visi­
tors and we have a veritable 
"hive of activity" from dawn til 
dusk. In the evenings as I 
make my way to my new home 
1 see dozens of windows aglow 
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work with kids. Each and eve­
ryone one of our kids actually 
came out smiling after their 
check-ups! 1 was concerned 
about stones from the kids 
who were the first patients and 
how scary it was to visit the 
dentist, but this was ffilsplaced. 
(My assumptIon may have 
something to do WIth my own 
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